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another attack upon their liberties and involved
nothing less than an attempt to change their char-
ter rights by secret instructions to a deputy gover-
nor which he must obey at his peril. Several bills
had recently been introduced in the English Par-
liament for the purpose of making royal instruc-
tions to governors binding on all the colonial
assemblies without regard to their charters. This
innovation, the colonists felt, would wreck all
their liberties and turn colonial government into
a mere despotism.

The assemblies of all the colonies have been
a good deal abused for delay in supporting the
war and meanness in withholding money. But in
many instances the delay and lack of money were
occasioned by the grasping schemes of governors
who saw a chance to gain new privileges for the
Crown or a proprietor or to weaken popular gov-
ernment by crippling the powers of the legislatures.
The usual statement that the Pennsylvania As-
sembly was slow in assisting the war because it
was composed of Quakers is not supported by the
facts. The Pennsylvania Assembly was not be-
hind the rest. On this particular occasion, when
their large money supply bill could not be passed
without sacrificing their constitutional rights, they